
Litter Box Training Your Small Pet
A litter box for small pets?
As many small animal owners know, rabbits and other small companion pets can be
trained to use and readily accept toilet training. This is easiest with young animals,
especially those already familiar with alfalfa hay and grass hays such as Timothy,
Orchard, Oat or Western Timothy Hay. Simply line your litter container with one-half inch of bedding and place a handful or 
two of hay at one end of the box. Litter boxes allow pet owners to provide their pets the luxury of soft-bottom cages, rather 
than the wire grated flooring of rabbit cages past. Soft flooring is softer on foot pads, and removable litter containers make for 
a cleaner cage that is easy to clean.

Food in the litter box?
Grass hay should be available free-choice every day, and feeding hay in the litter box has proven to be an effective and widely 
adopted method used by house rabbit societies and home owners alike. Rabbits are intelligent animals and can readily 
distinguish between what is food and what is not. In addition to providing a hide box for your animal, litter containers seem 
to provide yet another psychologically comforting area of the cage. The walls provide a sense of privacy, familiarity, and 
contentment for these easily stressed animals of prey. Frightened by changes in the environment and comforted by regularity 
of routines, rabbits are most vivacious when feeding and bathroom routines are constant. For this reason, changes in the diet 
or housing should be done gradually and with a patient hand.

Which litter is best?
Small companion pet litter has improved greatly in the last several years, but there are still questionable products on the market. 
Items to avoid include: cedar or pine shavings and clay or clumping cat litters. These combinations are treated with chemicals and 
may contain dust and a strong aromatic scent that may be harmful to the respiratory tract.  Wood shavings often contain rough 
edges, stick easily to coats, and dry relatively slowly. Urine sits at the bottom of the litter box rather than being absorbed. Wood 
and clay chips can also be toxic if ingested. The best choice currently on the market is wheat straw-based litter.

Naturally mold resistant, Oxbow’s Eco-Straw has proven to be a safe and hygienic bedding source for rabbits, guinea pigs, 
chinchillas, small rodents, reptiles, tortoises, iguanas, cats, and birds. The product is made of compressed, high-fiber wheat straw, 
condensed into highly absorbent pellets. When wet, the Eco-Straw pellets expand and 
separate, which makes spot cleaning easier. If ingested, the particles fall apart and pass 
easily.  Made of virtually all fiber, the untreated pellet is not only safe for ingestion, but 
beneficial to digestion.

Eco-Straw in the litter pan is not easily kicked or thrown out by active pets. The pellets 
are odorless, and wick moisture below the surface away from your pet. Eco-Straw 
pellets absorb 300% of their weight in moisture. In addition, the wheat straw naturally 
absorbs smells, rather than masking urine with synthetic, unnatural ingredients. One 
20lb bag of Eco-Straw will cover approximately 780 cubic inches. Scoop the corners as 
needed daily, and replace and clean the litter tray each week or less depending on the 
number of animals.

One bag of Eco-Straw contains enough litter for 8 complete changes for an average 
rabbit owner.  Eco-Straw was designed to be highly absorbent, odor-free, biodegradable, 
and made of 100 percent natural wheat straw. The product is dust-free and chemical-free, alleviating shared concerns with 
the respiratory and digestive tracts. In addition, heat treatment of the pellets guarantees that Eco-Straw is mite and insect 
free.

For more information, visit www.oxbowanimalhealth.com/eco-straw.
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Wheat straw litters, such as Oxbow’s         
Eco-Straw, are safe and hygenic for all 


